
Diving has long been practiced in the DPRK, but only recently have DPRK divers been consistent threats to win gold medals on the world stage. How did this change come about, and how did diving in the DPRK develop? My name is Yong Ja Hong, and this is DPRK Athletics.
This video will be split into four eras.
I. GENESIS (1929-1990)
II. COMBATTING GIANTS (1990-2000)
III. STAGNATION (2001-2012)
IV. NEW HEIGHTS (2013-2019)
V. REBIRTH (2024 AND BEYOND)

I. GENESIS (1929-1989)
Diving as a modern sport actually began before liberation, when the Japanese Empire occupied the Korean peninsula. It all started on the second of August, 1929, in the eastern port city of Wonsan. The Korean Athletics Association and the Dong A Ilbo Newspaper hosted an Aquatics training session which included diving as a discipline. 
However, diving would not see much development in the northern part of Korea on the whole. Pre-Liberation Korea’s only known Diving Club, Diving Tournament, and diving board were all in Kyongsong, or present day Seoul. At this time, diving was exclusively for men, and access was limited to the select few who had access to a pool or elite schooling.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  홍명호, “광복이후 한국 다이빙의 변천과정 연구”, 25-27.
최승아, 천호준, 김지훈. “송재웅을 통해 본 한국 다이빙”, 82-83.] 

After liberation, modern athletics were rolled out in northern Korea on a large scale. Swimming disciplines were practiced regularly beginning in 1947[footnoteRef:2], and the first national swimming competition was held in 1949.[footnoteRef:3] (or 1947)[footnoteRef:4] Diving’s situation was a bit different. Although diving was officially promoted by the government, diving was not officially included in competition.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  조선체육사 2, 71-72.]  [3:  조선체육년감 주체34(1945)년-주체42(1953)년, 95-96]  [4:  로동신문, 북조선수영선수권대회(본보대표선수 결승), 1947.9.19.]  [5:  인민체육,1949.5호, 30-31.] 

The Korean War and subsequent recovery efforts would put a delay on the resumption of aquatics. But swimming would resume as a discipline at national competitions in 1957.[footnoteRef:6] Diving would follow, with the first official diving competition in the DPRK held in Pyongyang on 20 June, 1959.[footnoteRef:7] Although records of the time are scarce, it can be confirmed that women were participating in diving as early as 1964.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  로동신문. 전국수상경기대회 1956.7.25]  [7:  로동신문. 평양시 수상 경기 대회 개막 1959.6.21]  [8:  체육 1964.7. P. 31] 

From the 1960s through the 1970s, DPRK diving was still in its’ developing stages. By 1963, the first permanent diving platform would be installed in the northwestern port city of Sinuiju.[footnoteRef:9] Diving got a big political boost from DPRK Leader Kim Il Sung, who emphasized it as a discipline to be developed in 1967.[footnoteRef:10] International exchange of diving teams would begin in 1974, as the Pyongyang City diving team went to the Soviet Union.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  로동신문. 8.15를 기념하며 수영장을 건설. 1957.8.14
로동신문. 훈련으로 흥성거리는 수영장 신의주시 수영장을 찾아서. 1963.8.20]  [10:  조선체육사 2, 228-229.]  [11:  로동신문. 쏘련에 가는 평양시물에 뛰여들기 선수단이 떠났다 1974.9.10.] 

Diving began to pick up steam in the 1980s with the construction of facilities. In 1980, the country’s first indoor swimming pool and diving platform was constructed in Pyongyang.[footnoteRef:12] The Changwang Health Complex, as it was known, would host the DPRK’s first international diving event in 1981.[footnoteRef:13] Although only seven other countries participated, DPRK athletes struggled in this event, achieving only one bronze in the men’s platform category.[footnoteRef:14] In 1987 the DPRK built a second indoor swimming pool and diving platform.[footnoteRef:15] The Indoor Swimming Complex, as it was known, would go on to host the aquatics events at the 1989 World Festival of Youth and Students. 1987 saw the DPRK win its’ first medal in international diving competition abroad, as the DPRK bagged four medals at a competition amongst twelve countries in Warsaw, Poland.[footnoteRef:16] [12:  로동신문. 위대한 수령 김일성동지께서 새로 건설된 창광원을 돌아보시였다. 1980.3.22.]  [13:  로동신문. 사회주의나라 청소년친선국제물에뛰여들기 경기대회 진행. 1981.7.25.]  [14:  체육사업총화 1981.]  [15:  김청국. 로동신문. 풍만한 정서를 안겨주는 수영경기관. 1987.2.7.]  [16:  로동신문. 국제물에뛰여들기경기대회에서 우리 나라 선수들이 우수한 성적을 쟁취. 1989.3.27.] 

II. COMBATTING GIANTS (1990-2000)
But it wasn’t until the 1990s that the DPRK began to make its’ mark on international diving competition. At the 1990 Asian Games, the DPRK would face off against diving powerhouses China and Japan for the first time. The result was two silvers and a bronze, including an individual silver in the women’s 10 metre platform event by Kim Chun Ok.[footnoteRef:17] The next year, at the 1991 Summer Universiade, Kim Hye Ok won the gold at the women’s platform, and Ryu Un Sil won the bronze.[footnoteRef:18] Ryu Un Sil would repeat her feat the next year at the 1992 Asian Swimming Championships, grabbing another bronze. Meanwhile, Kim Chun Ok would return for a silver medal.[footnoteRef:19] This led up to the DPRK’s first divingentry to the Summer Olympics in 1992. However, Kim Chun Ok, Ryu Un Sil, and Kim Hye Ok all failed to crack the top 15.[footnoteRef:20]  [17:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1990_Asian_Games]  [18:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1991_Summer_Universiade]  [19:  로동신문. 우리 나라 선수들이 제4차 아세아수영 선수권대회 녀자 물에 뛰여들기경기에서 우수한 성적 쟁취. 1992.4.28]  [20:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1992_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_3_metre_springboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1992_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

It was back to the drawing board in 1993, as the DPRK participated in the 1993 Spring Swallow tournament in Moscow, Russia. In her final international competition, Kim Chun Ok won the 10 metre platform category.[footnoteRef:21] This would signal the end for the DPRK’s first generation of elite divers.  [21:  로동신문. 우리 나라 선수들이 봄철제비상 국제물에뛰여들기경기대회에서 우수한 성적을 쟁취. 1993.3.18.] 

A new generation would arise at the same event, as Ri Ok Rim would win bronze in the 10 metre platform women’s category. Ri would continue her success into the summer, winning bronze at the springboard competition at the East Asian Games. A men’s diver, Choe Hyong Gil, achieved the same feat in his division.[footnoteRef:22] In 1995, another new diver, Sin Jong Rim, won gold at the women’s one metre springboard competition at the World Military Games.[footnoteRef:23] The DPRK’s next crack at the world’s elite came in 1996 at Atlanta. Remarkably, Choe Myong Hwa, despite no previous major international accolades, achieved thirteenth in the women’s 10 metre platform. In the men’s ten metre platform, Choe Hyong Gil achieved fifteenth. These were both record high Olympic finishes for the DPRK.[footnoteRef:24] [22:  로동신문. 우리 나라 선수들이 제 1차 동아세아경기대회 권투와 조정, 유술, 륙상, 물에 뛰여들기 경기에서 금메달 4개, 은메달 9개, 동메달 1 3개 쟁취. 1993.5.18.]  [23:  로동신문. 조선인민군 강영균선수 48키로그람급 고전형레스링 결승경기에서 금메달, 신정림선수 녀자 1 메러란성판 물에 뛰여들기결승경기에서 금메달 쟁취, 사격선수들 우수한 성적 쟁취 제 1 차 세계군대 종 합체 육 경 기 대회 에서. 1995.9.14.]  [24: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1996_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

From 1996 to 2000, the trio of Choe Myong Hwa, Choe Hyong Gil, and Ri Ok Rim would continue to perform as the DPRK’s top divers and see incremental improvement in their results. Choe Myong Hwa would achieve a bronze in the women’s 10 metre platform at the 1998 Asian Games, and improved up to tenth place at the same event in the 2000 Olympics. Choe Hyong Gil would achieve seventh at the 1998 Asian Games, and twelfth at the 2000 Olympics. Lastly, Ri Ok Rim would achieve fourth in the women’s 3 metre springboard and 10 metre platform at the Asian Games, but finished worse than twentieth in both events at the 2000 Olympics.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_1998_Asian_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea_at_the_2000_Summer_Olympics] 

III. STAGNATION (2001-2012)
From 2001, the DPRK began to introduce a third generation of international divers and experimented with entering athletes for newly emerging categories. For example, newcomer Pak Yong Ryong and veteran Choe Hyong Gil got silver in the newly introduced synchronized men’s platform event at the 2001 Summer Universiade. Meanwhile, in her last international appearance, Ri Ok Rim achieved bronze in the 10 metre platform and the DPRK achieved the women’s team bronze.[footnoteRef:26] The next year, at the 2002 Asian Games, an entirely new crop of DPRK divers won the silver in the men’s and women’s synchronized 10 metre platform. But their success could not be carried into the 2004 Olympics. The DPRK would only participate in the classical 10 metre platform, and none of their athletes would place higher than fifteenth. Most notably, Choe Ryong Gil, who had been active for eleven years in international diving, would make the final appearance of his career.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2001_Summer_Universiade]  [27:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2004_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Men%27s_10_metre_platform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2004_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

The events leading up to the 2008 Olympics saw a few bright spots, but the team’s results were largely stagnant.. At the 2005 Summer Universiade, Hong In Sun and Choe Kum Hui got silver in the women’s synchronized platform.[footnoteRef:28] At the 2005 East Asian Games, the same duo won the women’s synchronized platform, and Hong achieved Bronze in the individual 10 metre platform. Meanwhile, Kim Chon Man and Ri Jong Nam won silver in the men’s synchronized platform.[footnoteRef:29] At the 2006 Asian Games, the men’s duo won silver again, and the women grabbed bronze in the same category. Individually, Kim Chon Man and Hong In Sun would win bronze in the 10 metre platform.[footnoteRef:30] The same women’s duo got silver at the 2007 Summer Universiade, while a new men’s duo of Pak Yong Ryong and Kim Chol Jin got silver in the same category.[footnoteRef:31] Perhaps the crowning achievement of this era was the 2008 Olympics, when familiar face Choe Kum Hui and her new partner Kim Un Hyang achieved sixth in the women’s synchronized platform.[footnoteRef:32] This was the highest Olympic diving finish for the DPRK to date. [28:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2005_Summer_Universiade
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451913744-798460252/%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0-%EA%B8%88-1%EC%9D%80-3%EB%8F%99-1-%EC%A0%9C23%EC%B0%A8-%EC%84%B8%EA%B3%84%EB%8C%80%ED%95%99%EC%83%9D%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C/]  [29:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451913727-175929810/%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0-%EB%8F%99%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EA%B8%884%EC%9D%805%EB%8F%9912/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquatics_at_the_2005_East_Asian_Games#Diving]  [30:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2006_Asian_Games]  [31:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2007_Summer_Universiade]  [32:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2008_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform] 

From 2008 to 2012, the DPRK began to participate in more diverse international diving events as they emerged. But, aside from a few medals at smaller competitions and a consistent women’s synchronized platform team, the strength of the DPRK stayed at the same level. Newcomer Sin Ji Hyang won silver at the girls’ platform at the 2009 Asian Youth Games.[footnoteRef:33] Another newcomer, Kim Jin Ok was the best DPRK diver at the 2009 World Aquatics Championships, finishing fifteenth.[footnoteRef:34] Choe Kum Hui and Kim Un Hyang would continue their strong run as a synchronized platform pair, finishing second at the East Asian Games.[footnoteRef:35] At the end of 2009, veteran divers Kim Chon Man and Choe Kum Hui would be named two of the DPRK’s best athletes.[footnoteRef:36] At the 2011 World Aquatics Championships, Choe Kum Hui and Kim Jin Ok would place highest, finishing tenth in the women’s synchronized platform.[footnoteRef:37] The result in the 2012 Olympics was similar as before, as Kim Un Hyang and Kim Jin Ok finished thirteenth and fourteenth in the individual 10 metre platform, respectively.[footnoteRef:38] [33:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2009_Asian_Youth_Games
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451993094-925787709/%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0%EC%9D%B4-%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EC%B2%AD%EC%86%8C%EB%85%84%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EC%84%B1%EA%B3%BC/]  [34:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2009_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform]  [35:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451993013-778615751/%C2%B7%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0-%EB%8F%99%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EC%9A%B0%EC%88%98%EC%84%B1%EC%A0%81/]  [36:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451993586-52641128/%C2%B72009%EB%85%84-%EC%A2%85%EB%AA%A9%EB%B3%84-%EC%B5%9C%EC%9A%B0%EC%88%98%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%93%A4/]  [37:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2011_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform]  [38:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2012_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

IV. NEW HEIGHTS (2013-2019)
Back in the DPRK, change was brewing. In 2009, construction was completed on a indoor pool with a diving platform at Kim Il Sung University. This allowed athletes at the nation’s most elite university to train on campus with new equipment.[footnoteRef:39] Indeed, two of the DPRK’s best diving stars to come, Kim Un Hyang and Kim Mi Rae, would train with the Ryongnamsan team at Kim Il Sung University.[footnoteRef:40]  [39:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1451993059-540283153/%EA%B9%80%EC%9D%BC%EC%84%B1%EC%A2%85%ED%95%A9%EB%8C%80%ED%95%99-%EC%88%98%EC%98%81%EA%B4%80-%EC%A4%80%EA%B3%B5/]  [40:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1452060358-957144788/%C2%B7%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0%EC%9D%98-%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1%EB%B0%9C%EC%A0%84%EC%97%90-%ED%95%9C%EB%AA%AB%ED%95%98%EB%8A%94-%EB%A3%A1%EB%82%A8%EC%82%B0%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1%EB%8B%A8/
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1529089051-98442957/%EC%9A%B0%EB%A6%AC%EC%9D%98-%EB%AA%A9%ED%91%9C%EB%8A%94-%EC%84%B8%EA%B3%84%ED%8C%A8%EA%B6%8C/] 

Meanwhile, Kim Jong Un would come to power in late 2011 upon the death of his father. Kim Jong Un set to make athletics development a priority, initiating the “Hot Blast of Athletics” campaign. This meant more government funding was set to training athletes and sending them to international competition.
One of the new events the DPRK competed in was the FINA Grand Prix. In 2013, Kim Jin Ok and Choe Un Gyong performing strongly in synchronised platform dives against Russian competitors.[footnoteRef:41] Later, in the 2014 FINA Diving World Series, Choe Kyong Un and Song Nam Hyang got bronze in the women’s 10 metre synchronized platform.[footnoteRef:42] [41:  https://www.worldaquatics.com/competitions/420/fina-diving-grand-prix-2013/results?event=b552c370-1a05-4c3f-81ec-88a71a3678e9
https://www.worldaquatics.com/competitions/420/fina-diving-grand-prix-2013/results?event=24bbaa95-057e-451b-969f-46cfb2164203
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1452056544-155583870/%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%93%A4-%EA%B7%B8%EB%9E%9C%EB%93%9C%EC%83%81-%EB%AC%BC%EC%97%90-%EB%9B%B0%EC%97%AC%EB%93%A4%EA%B8%B0%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C/]  [42:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_FINA_Diving_World_Series] 

The Asian Youth Games also presented a new training ground for DPRK divers. Son Nam Hyang won the DPRK’s first Diving gold at the 2013 Asian Youth Games, doing it in the girls’ platform category. Ri Hyon Ju was strong for the boys, placing in bronze in the platform.[footnoteRef:43] The East Asian Games continued to provide valuable experience, with Kim Jin Ok and Kim Un Hyang grabbing a silver in the women’s synchronized 10metre platform. Kim Jin Ok also combined with Kim Jin Hyang for a bronze in the 2 metre synchronized springboard.[footnoteRef:44] [43:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2013_Asian_Youth_Games
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1452057420-504194454/%C2%B7%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%93%A4-%EC%9A%B0%EC%88%98%ED%95%9C-%EC%84%B1%EC%A0%81-%EC%9F%81%EC%B7%A8-%EC%A0%9C2%EC%B0%A8-%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EC%B2%AD%EC%86%8C%EB%85%84/]  [44:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1564471559-406019768/%EA%B9%80%ED%98%81%EB%B4%89-%EA%B9%80%EC%A0%95%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%93%A4-%EC%A0%9C6%EC%B0%A8-%EB%8F%99%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EA%B2%BD%EA%B8%B0%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C-%ED%83%81%EA%B5%AC-%ED%98%BC/] 

This hard training began to bear fruit at the more prestigious competitions. The DPRK had a strong overall performance at the 2013 World Aquatics championships. DPRK Divers finished in the top fifteen of four separate events, with both their men’s and women’s synchronized platform teams placing ninth.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2013_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Men%27s_10_metre_platform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2013_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Men%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2013_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2013_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

At the 2014 Asian Games, Kin Un Hyang and Song Nam Hyang won silver in the women’s synchronized 10 metre platform, Choe Un Gyong and Kim Jin Ok won bronze in the Synchronized 3 metre springboard, and Kim Un Hyang won bronze in the 10 metre platform.[footnoteRef:46] It would be the DPRK’s best Asian Games showing in terms of medal count since 2002. [46:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2014_Asian_Games] 

But all of this was just setting the table for what was to come. Every so often, a prodigious talent emerges, taking a team to unforeseen heights and raising the bar for all who come after them. For DPRK divers, this woman was Kim Kuk Hyang.
At the end of the preliminary rounds, Kim Kuk Hyang placed seventh, which would have already been the best finish for an individual DPRK diver at an international event. But she improved to third in the semi-final, placing only behind two divers from world powerhouse China. And in the final round, Kim Kuk Hyang did the unthinkable, rocketing to a first place finish and taking home the DPRK’s first diving gold in a worldwide event.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2015_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

But the DPRK wasn’t done there. In the women’s synchronized 10 metre platform, seven year international veteran Kim Un Hyang and her partner Song Nam Hyang broke through onto the podium for a third place finish.[footnoteRef:48] Kim Kuk Hyang would also team up with men’s diver Hyon Il Myong for a strong fourth place finish in the newly created mixed synchronized 10 metre platform discipline.[footnoteRef:49] Outside of those three prodigious performances, Song Nam Hyang placed in tenth in the women’s ten metre platform, and Hyon Il Myong and Kim Sun Bom came in eleventh in the men’s synchronized ten metre platform.[footnoteRef:50] [48:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2015_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform]  [49:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2015_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Mixed_synchronized_10_metre_platform]  [50:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2015_World_Aquatics_Championships_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

It simply can’t be understated how much of a watershed moment the 2015 World Aquatics Championships were for DPRK diving. Their three best performances would have all been historical bests for the DPRK in any diving discipline at a worldwide event, and even their fourth and fifth best finishes would have been at or near the top of their finishes for previous World Aquatics competitions. From this point forward, the DPRK were no longer diving giants in Asia, but world-level contenders.
Upon returning home, Kim Kuk Hyang would get a heroes welcome, as she was treated to a press conference and a banquet with the DPRK’s cabinet.[footnoteRef:51] Most importantly, Kim Kuk Hyang and Sin Jong Rim, Kim’s coach and a former diving athlete herself, would be awarded the title of People’s Sportsperson. This is highest honour that a DPRK athlete or coach can achieve. Song Nam Hyang, Kim’s partner for the Bronze medal performance, would be awarded the title of Merited Sportsperson. This is the second highest honour that a DPRK athlete or coach can achieve. [footnoteRef:52] [51:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1530795898-957891623/%EC%A0%9C16%EC%B0%A8-%EA%B5%AD%EC%A0%9C%EC%88%98%EC%98%81%EB%A0%A8%EB%A7%B9-%EC%84%B8%EA%B3%84%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EA%B6%8C%EB%8C%80%ED%9A%8C%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EC%9A%B0%EC%8A%B9%ED%95%9C-%EA%B9%80/
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1450699092-56813721/%EA%B3%B5%ED%99%94%EA%B5%AD%EB%82%B4%EA%B0%81%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EC%A0%9C%EF%BC%91%EF%BC%96%EC%B0%A8-%EA%B5%AD%EC%A0%9C%EC%88%98%EC%98%81%EB%A0%A8%EB%A7%B9-%EC%84%B8%EA%B3%84%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98/]  [52:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1452060041-238738424/%C2%B7%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EA%B0%90%EB%8F%85%EB%93%A4%EC%97%90%EA%B2%8C-%EA%B3%B5%ED%99%94%EA%B5%AD-%EB%AA%85%EC%98%88%EC%B9%AD%ED%98%B8-%EC%88%98%EC%97%AC/
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1452060053-296929537/%C2%B7%EC%84%B8%EA%B3%84%ED%8C%A8%EA%B6%8C%EC%9E%90%EC%9D%98-%EB%92%A4%EC%97%90-%EC%9E%88%EB%8A%94-%ED%9B%8C%EB%A5%AD%ED%95%9C-%EA%B0%90%EB%8F%85/] 

Fueled by their fresh success, the DPRK began to invest state capital into training their young diving athletes. In 2016, the Ministry of Athletics began to make new training support programs, and World Aquatics organized a coaches lesson in Pyongyang.[footnoteRef:53] [53:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1529073259-501979760/%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1%EC%9D%98-%EA%B3%BC%ED%95%99%ED%99%94%EC%88%98%EC%A4%80%EC%9D%84-%EB%86%92%EC%9D%B4%EA%B8%B0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EC%82%AC%EC%97%85%EC%97%90%EC%84%9C-%EC%84%B1%EA%B3%BC-%EC%9D%B4/
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1547814575-240345342/%EA%B5%AD%EC%A0%9C%EC%88%98%EC%98%81%EB%A0%A8%EB%A7%B9-%EB%AC%BC%EC%97%90%EB%9B%B0%EC%97%AC%EB%93%A4%EA%B8%B0%EA%B0%90%EB%8F%85%EA%B0%95%EC%8A%B5-%EC%A7%84%ED%96%89/] 

An Olympic podium finish continued to elude the DPRK, though. Nevertheless, the fourth place finish of Kim Kuk Hyang and Kim Mi Rae in the synchronized 10 metre platform and Kim Un Hyang’s seventh place finish in the individual 10 metre platform were both the best Olympic finishes for the DPRK up to that point.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2016_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_synchronized_10_metre_platform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2016_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

The 2017 World Aquatics championships was not quite as impressive for DPRK diving at 2015, but they successfully held up their new reputation as a podium contender. Kim Kuk Hyang and Kim Mi Rae would achieve silver in the women’s synchronized platform diving event for the DPRK’s best ever finish in that category. Meanwhile, Kim Mi Rae and Hyon Il Myong would repeat the DPRK’s 2015 feat, achieving bronze in mixed synchronized platform diving event. For this achievement, they would both be awarded the Merited Sportsperson award.[footnoteRef:55] But Kim Mi Rae and Kim Kuk Hyang could not replicate the 2015 gold in women’s platform diving, ending up in fourth and sixth respectively. Lastly, DPRK divers achieved top eleven finishes in three other categories, reinforcing the team’s newfound prominence. [footnoteRef:56] [55:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1530705119-388991896/%EA%B3%B5%ED%99%94%EA%B5%AD%EC%9D%98-10%EB%8C%80%EC%B5%9C%EC%9A%B0%EC%88%98%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%A1%9C-%EC%84%A0%EC%A0%95%EB%90%9C-%EB%85%80%EC%84%B1%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1%EC%9D%B8%EB%93%A4-2/
https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1530704014-776610089/%EA%B3%B5%ED%99%94%EA%B5%AD%EC%9D%98-10%EB%8C%80%EC%B5%9C%EC%9A%B0%EC%88%98%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%A1%9C-%EC%84%A0%EC%A0%95%EB%90%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EB%8D%94%EC%9A%B4-%EB%82%A8%EC%9E%90%EC%B2%B4%EC%9C%A1/]  [56:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea_at_the_2017_World_Aquatics_Championships] 

Meanwhile, the 2017 Universiade, while being slightly less prestigious, was the most dominant diving performance for DPRK athletes at any event up to that point. The DPRK nabbed the most golds, of any nation, with five, and achieved three silvers as well. Naturally, Kim Kuk Hyang was instrumental in this effort, contributing to four of the country’s golds.[footnoteRef:57] Of course, China’s absence from this Universiade played a role in the DPRK’s dominance, but that is only a small diminishment of the achievement.  [57:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2017_Summer_Universiade] 

The last hurrah for this golden generation of DPRK divers came at the 2018 Asian Games, where they totaled one silver and three bronze medals.[footnoteRef:58] They also participated in the FINA Diving World Series from 2017 to 2019. 2018 and 2019 were the DPRK’s most active years in this event, as they participated in all meets of the circuit.[footnoteRef:59] 2019 even saw the DPRK participate in the AASF Asian Cup, where they would win a respectable gold, two silver, and two bronze.[footnoteRef:60] [58:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2018_Asian_Games]  [59:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017_FINA_Diving_World_Series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018_FINA_Diving_World_Series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_FINA_Diving_World_Series]  [60:  https://kcnawatch.xyz/newstream/1568273440-26788773/%C2%B7%EC%A1%B0%EC%84%A0%EC%84%A0%EC%88%98%EB%93%A4-5%EA%B0%9C-%EB%A9%94%EB%8B%AC-%ED%9A%8D%EB%93%9D-%EC%A0%9C8%EC%B0%A8-%EC%95%84%EC%8B%9C%EC%95%84%EC%BB%B5%EB%AC%BC%EC%97%90%EB%9B%B0%EC%97%AC/
https://totallympics.com/forums/topic/1943-diving-aasf-asian-cup-2019/] 

But at this point, diving’s development would come to a screeching halt. The DPRK did not attend the 2019 World Aquatics Championships, nor did they attend the 2019 Universiade.[footnoteRef:61] Then, due to the global situation in 2020, the DPRK would not send any athletes abroad for roughly three years. [61:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2019_Summer_Universiade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2019_World_Aquatics_Championships] 

V. REBIRTH (2024 AND BEYOND)
DPRK Divers would return at the 2024 World Aquatics Championships, and they had not missed a beat. Veteran Kim Mi Rae would help newcomer Jo Jin Mi to a silver in the Synchronised 10 metre womens platform. Meanwhile, Jo Jin Mi and Im Yong Myong would grab a silver in the 10 metre mixed platform. Kim Mi Rae would barely miss out on a podium finish in the individual women’s 10 metre platform herself.[footnoteRef:62] [62:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea_at_the_2024_World_Aquatics_Championships] 

Another watershed moment came in that year’s Summer Olympics, as Kim Mi Rae and Jo Jin Mi achieved silver in the womens synchronized platform, and Kim Mi Rae nabbed a bronze in the women’s individual platform. These would be the DPRK’s first ever medals in Olympic Diving, proving that the national program continues to improve.[footnoteRef:63] [63:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diving_at_the_2024_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Women%27s_10_metre_platform] 

As the DPRK heads to the 2025 World Aquatics Championships, they will be looking to achieve their first gold in worldwide competition in ten years. Jo Jin Mi will be returning, along with many new fresh faces. Will they continue to be global podium contenders? Can they push it the next level?
[bookmark: _Hlk203165063][bookmark: _Hlk203498209]The only way to find out is to subscribe to the DPRK athletics channel. We will be providing on-site coverage of the 2025 World Aquatics Championships, with daily YouTube updates. Also be sure to follow us on Instagram and Bluesky for more rapid updates.
If you would like to find out more about my work or access a full script of the video with sources, make sure to check out my website at DPRKAthletics.com. And if you would like to join our brand new community dedicated to discussing DPRK athletics, feel free to join our discord. You can find the links in the description. That is all. Stay well!



